TOWN OF ROWE
CLIMATE-RESILIENT
OPEN SPACE & RECREATION PLAN (OSRP)

Mount Adams
Stephen St. Davis

Public Forum



Public Forum Agenda
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7 Welcome
1 Opening Presentation (6:05 — 6:40)
o Whatis an OSRP?
o Key features of the plan
1 Accomplishments in last decade
o Community, natural, recreational resources and needs

o 7-Year Action Plan

o Next steps

Link to plan: https://rowe-
ma.gov/files/A Climate Resilient
o Questions Open_Space_and_Recreation_Pla
n_for Rowe 10-2-23.pdf

o Public Comment period (6:40 —7:20)

o Discussion



https://rowe-ma.gov/files/A_Climate_Resilient_Open_Space_and_Recreation_Plan_for_Rowe_10-2-23.pdf

Open Space & Recreation Plan Purpose
-]

Inventories natural, recreational and cultural resources in Rowe
|dentifies environmental/ecological, open space, and recreation needs

Establishes Goals, Objectives, and Actions to meet these needs

O O O 0O

Enables the Town of Rowe to apply for state grants for land conservation and
recreation facility improvements

3 e Wint;er Road
“iiew = Ben Kimball
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Contents of the OSRP
S e

1. Plan Summary
2. Introduction
3. Community Setting

4. Environmental Inventory & Analysis

5. Inventory of Lands of Conservation &
Recreation Interest

6. Community Goals

7. Analysis of Needs

8. Goals & Objectives

9. Seven-Year Action Plan

10.  Public Comments

Negus Mountain
FRCOG



Key features of a Climate-Resilient plan
N

"1 Local climate change data and impacts at
watershed scale

1 Updated ecological data and land
conservation resources

"1 Consideration of climate change
vulnerabilities in all chapters

1 Relevant recent research and planning work:
1 2016 Hazard Mitigation Plan

1 2021 Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness
(MVP) Plan

1 2022 Climate-Smart Stewardship Plan for
Pelham Lake Park

Cows
Laurie Pike



Planning Process

The Open Space Committee took the lead on the current update
12 open public meetings since March 2022

Public survey in September 2022 (61 responses!)

Public forum — TODAY — November 1, 2023

Comment period — now thru Friday December 1st

Submission to the Department of Conservation Services - January



Accomplishments Since 2010

1 Conservation Projects
o Nan Williams Conservation Area
o Shantigar/Warner Hill protection and public trail

o1 Pelham Lake Park
o Pelham Lake survey of lake health
o 2020 Forest Stewardship Plan and 2022 Climate-Resilient Forest Stewardship Plan
o 13 trail kiosks
o Design of an Old Growth interpretive trail
o Assessment of white pines at Percy Brown Picnic Area, removal of sick trees

o Climate resilience projects: hemlock wooly adelgid monitoring, ash tree inoculation, red oak
enrichment plantings, white oak assisted-migration plantings.

o Assessment of park’s trail system

o Educational and informational materials for the kiosks
o New trail blazes

o New boardwalk

o Refurbished tennis and pickleball courts

o Recreation and education programs

o Right to Farm bylaw adopted
- Rowe Hazard Mit. Plan, MVP Plan, Deerfield River Study



Community Findings
1

-1 Population climbing slowly since the 1950s (low 200s to low 400s)
o1 Population projections show possible population decline, some aging
= 3 building permits for new homes issued 2010 — 2022

1 Mapped as Environmental Justice Area because grouped with Charlemont and
Monroe, but more affluent than county as a whole

o Q" =

il Walter the Beaver
Rick Williams




Climate Findings
-]

o Temperature changes:

More seasonal variability
Higher average temps
Longer heat waves

Shorter winters with less snow

o1 Precipitation changes:

Rain less reliable
More intense rains

Increased frequency of extreme weather
events

Environmental Vulnerabilities Identified in the

Rowe Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Plan (2021)

1] C] .
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Figure 4-2: Observed Change in Very Heavy
Precipitation, 1958-2012
Source: updated from Karl et al. 2009, Global Climate
Change Impacts in the United States.




Environmental Findings
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-1 BioMap2 Core Habitat:
o Mt. Todd — Mt. Adams Range
o Southeast corner
o Negus Mountain
O

Hillsides and ridgetops along Deerfield
River

o Priority Habitat:
o Water
o Ridgetops

o Mine shafts

o1 Large blocks of contiguous forest
o Mt. Todd — Mt. Adams Range

o Western Rowe

71 Other habitat

o Powerlines

o Field and meadow
o Tuttle Brook area

o Streams, ponds, wetlands



Environmental Findings
-1

o Water

o Flood management at Pelham Lake
Park and town center

o Deerfield spawning habitat
o Vernal pools

o Groundwater & wells

1 Pelham Lake Park forest

1 Diverse species composition but
homogenous age class

o Hemlock and ash will likely fair
poorly

o Invasives threat

Plant & Wildlife Habitat = 0w moswm =~ — e




Scenic and Historic Resources
e, s

1 Scenic areas:
o Mountain views

o Ponds and wetlands

1 Historic areas:
o Town Center

o Fort Pelham

1 Unique features
o Pulpit Rock
o Glacial Erratics
o Zoar Gap
o

Historic mines - o




Open Space Findings

Protected lands as a percentage
of town area

19% permanent
1% limited

+ 3% temporary

23% protected in some form

1 Open Space Protect Trends:

o Recent protection projects: southwest
corner and Nan Williams parcel

o Less permanently protected land than
other towns in county

o Some unprotected wetlands

o Large Bear Swamp parcel recently
removed from protection

o Need a system to protect high-value
parcels when opportunities arise



Open Space Findings

o Protection focus areas:

Large blocks of contiguous forest
BioMap Core habitat

Linkages between habitat _ _
One way of assessing areas for conservation:

Riparian corridors

. . . MAPPR Resilience Model & protected land in Rowe
Land use policies that reduce fragmentation (MassAudubon and Rowe Town Assessor)

Lower Priority Parcels ! Temporarily Protected Land

E Medium Priority Parcels E Permanently Protected Land

. High Priority Parcels



Open Space & Recreation Resources
-]

1 ADA Assessment
1 Park staff & volunteer committees
Recreation facilities

-1 Pelham Lake Park
o 20 miles of trails

Playground

Picnic pavilion

Beach

Public boats

Tennis/pickleball courts

Riding ring
o Fishing/hunting
= Non-Pelham Lake Park
o Skate park
o School playground, court, fields

o1 Pocket parks and benches



Survey Results
1

How often do you use the following open space and recreation resources
in town?

What improvements, if any, do you feel are needed to increase access
for any of the following activities in Rowe? (Open ended)

Better marked and signed trails
Handicap trails and generally more accessible trails
Better trail maps and publicity of trail locations

Better trail maintenance



Survey Results
-]

Which of the following recreational Which of the following outdoor
activities do you and your family activities would you or your
want to do more of in Rowe? household participate in?

Trail use (on foot)-walking, hiking, trail... 87% Plant and mushroom indentification 48%

Swimming
Snowshoeing
Cross-country skiing

Group hikes/bike rides
Historical walks
Bird walks

Picnicking
Bird watching
Wildcrafting/foraging

Wildlife tracking walks
Fitness classes

Vernal pool walks

Fishing
Ice skating Land stewardship volunteer days (e.g., pollinator...
Tennis 229% Celebration events
Snowmobiling 18% Pollinator habitat/conservation walks
Camping 17% New outdoor programming for children (12 and...
Hunting 17% Hunter education

Off-road vehicle use (ATVs, dirt bikes)
Mountain biking

15% Yoga
13% Wildlife camera use instruction

Other: 12% New outdoor programming for teens
Horseback riding 10% None of the above 5%
Basketball 8% Other: 5%
Baseball or softball 7% ' ' ' ' ' ' '
Volleyball 7% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 7(

Skateboarding 3%

3%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%

Soccer




Survey Results
1

What is your level of support for each of the following actions designed to
protect/conserve open spaces and natural resources?

Acceptance of donated conservation land to the Town
2%

Encouragement of the sustainable management of forests and farms
2%

1

Chapter 61 Current Use Tax Programs on private land

1

Acquisition of land by private conservation nonprofits/land trusts

1

Zoning changes for open space protection

1

Mapping of ecologically important areas for land protection

1

N

N
N
X

Acquisition of land by state conservation agencies

1

Conservation restriction on private property

T T T T T T T T T

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

B Strongly Oppose M Oppose ™ Neutral ™ Support ™ Strongly Support



Recreation & Community Needs
-]

o Trails:

Improve existing hiking trails
Manage mountain/woods biking trails
Expand hiking trail options

Accessible boardwalks and trail for bird and
wildlife viewing

n Other Recreation

Boating

Cycling

Fishing & Hunting

Picnicking & Outdoor Gathering

Programming

-1 Access

o1 Accessibility

Bog bridge in Pelham Lake Park

1 Rural, small-town character Ben Kimball



Open Space/Natural Resource Needs

Forest climate resilience
Keep large blocks of forest unfragmented
Manage forests for age diversity

Support the Climate-Smart Forest Stewardship Plan
Habitat

Use ecological analysis tools to prioritize areas for
protection

Support Deerfield River habitat restoration

enclEE TR
Expand pollinator habitat Brown Trout
USFWS

Reduce invasive species

Water

Consider for protection
Protect water resources

Expand groundwater analysis and protection, Formerly Conserved Bear Swamp parcels

monitor supply Fort Pelham
Protect wetlands and improve riparian habitat Mount Todd — Mount Adams range
Improve flood resilience of roads, buildings, homes Negus Mountain

Yankee Atomic Lands



Plan Goals
S e

Open Space PROTECT ECOSYSTEM INTEGRITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
Recreation ENHANCE RECREATIONAL AND CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES
Management CREATE THE ORGANIZATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL

FRAMEWORK FOR ACHIEVING THE GOALS FO THE OSRP

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
S e

Establish-proceduresfor-expediently-exercising the Town's-Right-of-First-Refusal-with-respect-to-Chapter-61-
parcels,-including-the-assignment-of-this-right-to-a-land-trust, -non-profit-conservation-organization, -or-state-
conservation-organization.-5teps-to-reaching-this-goal-include:q

1.-+ Educate-Rowe's-5elect-Board,-Conservation-Commission, -Planning-Board,-Board-of-Assessors, -and-other-
relevant-Boards-and-Committees-on-the-Right-of-First-Refusal-process.

2 =+ Create-a-working-group-to-identify-criteria-for-land-protection-and-incorporate-the-procedure-into-the- «
2024-Open-Space-and-Recreation-Plan.1

3 -+ Identify-priority-areas-for-protection-using-newly-developed-criteria. 1

A.1-Prioritize-the-protection-of- 4.+ Using the-established-criteria, - work-with-Town-Boards-to-create-a-step-by-step-procedure-for-evaluating-

lands-that-contain-and-support-the: the-Town's-interest-in-parcels-coming-out-of-Chapter-61-in-a-timely-manner.u

function-ofvaluable-and sensitive- Develop-a-strategy-for-expanding-Pelham-Lake-Park-through Town-acquisition-ofland-from-willing-landowners,-

embngmalwmsmwmms wherein-the-Town-prioritizes-which-parcels-to-acquire-using-similar-criteria-as-would-be-established-for-the-
services, recreation, and-climate- Chapter-61-Right-of-First-Refusal-process-(see-above-action).n
resilience.n

Encourage-Brookfield Renewables-to-permanently-protect-acreage-that-recently-came-out-of protection. -Priority-
could-go-to-areas-with-public-trails-and-areas-of-high-ecological-value.n «

Support-efforts-by-the-Town,-utility-companies,-and-regional-land-conservation-partners-to-protect-unprotected-
lands-of-conservation-interest-identified-in-Section-5.1

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
S e

Follow-the-recommendations-of-the-Climate-Smart-Stewardship-Plan-for-PLP-for-forest-enhancement, -
diversification-of forest-composition,-monitoring-of-vulnerable-native-species, -native-plant-regeneration-and-
treatment,-monitoring-and-control-invasive-species,-etc.u

Improve-management-of Town-owned-open-space-and-recreation-parcels-outside-of-Pelham-Lake-Park: 1

= — Clarify-who-is-responsible-for-the-management-of-Town-Forest-parcels-and-develop-management-goals-
for-them.q

» —+ Where-applicable,-apply-the-same-principles-for-forest-management-of recommended-for-Pelham-Lake:
Park-on-other-municipally-owned-land-such-as-the-Town-forests. 1l

*—s Hire-a-consultant-to-develop-an-invasive-species-management-plan-for-Town-owned-properties. s

A.2-Manage-open-space-and-
ecosystems-for-their-many-benefits,-
including-biodiversity,-habitat,-
stormwater-management, -climate-
resilience,-and-carbon:
sequestration

t t

Support-Trout-Unlimited-and-other-partners-in-advocating-for-minimum-flow-evels-in-the-Deerfield-River-and-
other-practices-encourage-the-success-and-health-of-native-trout-fisheries. &

Explore-the-feasibility-of the-participation-in-a-carbon-offset-program-with-the-use-of-the-PLP-forest-ecosystem:
as-a-carbon-sink.-if-feasible-gather-support-forimplementation.H

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
S e

Develop-a-unified-approach-to-road-maintenance-that-reduces-the-volume-and-impact-of- surface-water-runoff-1o-
transportation-infrastructure. -Incorporate-stormwater-BMPs-for-rural-dirt-roads-into-public-roadway-projects-
following-the-forthcoming-{2024)-Dirt-Roads-Stormwater-Toolkit-best-practices-manual-created-by-the-FRCDG. &

Adopt-a-stormwater-bylaw-and/or-incorporate-green-performance-standards-into-site-plan-review.n

Ad-Rrasesthigh-quality waters-and: Hire-an-engineering-consultant-to-conduct-a-fluvial geomorphic study-of the-Pelham-Brook-watershed-to-better-
the-avaliabiitty snd-quality-of: understand-issues-of-erosion-andsedimentation in-the-lake-and-stream-system-and-potential-risks to-road-and-

tﬂ’inl:in_g-waterfun rceslay- building-infrastructure.-Include-in-this-study-an-evaluation-of the-conditions-at-the-uncapped Town-landfill-on-
GG~ EWRTARIIER 1Mk e the-edge-of Taylor-and-Pelham-Brooks-and-provide-recommendations-to-mitigate-erosion-issues-that-could-lead-
protecting-or-présening wetlands,-

to-contamination-of the-nearby-waterways.a
cold-water-fisheries,-floodplains, the:

river-corridor, -and-riparian-buffers.u

As-an-alert-system-to-a-groundwater-issue, develop-a-program-to-track-the-incidence-of-wells-going-dry-and-
needing-to-be-re-drilled.n

t 1

Revisit-the-recommendations-of the-2001-5ource-Water-Assessment-Program-{SWAP)-Report-for-Rowe-
Elementary-School-and-MassDER s Wellhead Protection Tips-for Small Public Water Systems. -Consider-
developing-a-local-wellhead-protection-plan-or-an-aquifer-protection-district-and-bylaws-for-compliance-with-310-
CMR-22.000-to-include- IWPAs-and-Zone-l-protection-areas-for-public-wells-in-town. -Consider-hiring an-enginesr-
to-map-the-aguifer,-for-future-use-as-a-Zone-ll-protection-area. 1

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
S e
<=
<=

T T

and-Site-Plan-Review,-and-subdivision-regulations. &

T agricultural-land,-etc.,-and-to-address-battery-storage. o ‘ '

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan

I I ———
-

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
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<=
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programs-and-slow-walks=

CUITUrai- resource-Inventony-or-otnerrelanes-projecis.-a

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
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Hire-a-staff-person-or-establish-a-committee-comprised-of members-of various-boards-to-streamline-and-carry-
out-the-05RF s Seven-Year-Action-Plan,the-MVP-and - HMP-plans, -and the-Climate-5mart-Stewardship-Plan-for-

Pelham-Lake-Park.-This-role-would-be-focused-on-grant-writing,-managing-the-implementation-of-plans-and- «
GL:Deyglop a-coordinated- project,-and keeping Town-committees-on track-with-achieving the-objectives,-and-other-actions-listed-here-
approach-to-implementing-this- under-objective-C.1.0

Seven-Year-Action-Plan,-ensuring-

thatlocal proposals-account forthe- | o o1anning-efforts-with regional-plans such-as the-Regional-Plan-for Sustainable-Development, Deerfield River-

plans-of neighboring towns-and: Corridor-Outdoor-Recreation-Study, -and-the- Watershed-Based-Plan for the-Deerfield River it
community-and-regional-partners.d

Work-with-neighboring-towns-on-regional-conservation-and-recreation-stewardship-and-special-projects.-Heath-
has-an-05RP-with-which-te-coordinate-efforts.n

Cod=CRNNnYS to-engage-boards-and-

residents-in-discussions-about-

community-projects-and-in- Advocate-that-the-Town-be-involved-in-the-writing-of-a-recreation-plan-for-the-publicly-accessible-Bear-Swamp-
volunteering-forthe-stewardship-of- | parcels.u «

the-town's-natural -recreational,-and-
cultural-resources. o

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



Seven-Year Action Plan
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-
e

of-uses-when-applicable o ‘

recreation-projects.x

See Table 9-1, Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan



DRAFT Priority Actions

Land protection and management

Establish a procedure for exercising the Town’s Right-of-First-
Refusal to acquire private land coming out of Chapter 61

Improve management of Town-owned open space

Encourage Brookfield Renewables to permanently protect
acreage

Water and flood resilience

Hire a consultant to complete an assessment of all culverts
and drainage systems in Town

Hire a registered professional engineer to complete a
detailed hydraulic and hydrology study of the dams

Recreation?

Management

Hire a staff person or establish a committee to carry out work
of OSRP, MVP, etc.

Use community-friendly communication avenues to conduct
educational outreach to private landowners



Next Steps

1. Review the plan on the Town website
send comments to tflanders@frcog.orz by
Friday December 1°

>, Collect letters of support
5. Submit plan
After plan has been approved:

2. Have responsible committees identify
and discuss their actions

5. Form a group to work on project
prioritization and grant applications

. Apply for grants identified in the OSRP
action plan table

QUESTIONS?

Clear-winged Hummingbird Moth
spotted on Negus Mountain
Chris Buelow



Link%20to%20plan:%20https:/rowe-ma.gov/files/A_Climate_Resilient_Open_Space_and_Recreation_Plan_for_Rowe_10-2-23.pdf
mailto:tflanders@frcog.org

Discussion Topics
-]

What are important
open space or
recreation actions

the Town needs to What is priority?
take to achieve open
space and recreation
goals?
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